Confidential 1 1-8-68 

Memorandum of conversation witn gesse Core^ l8^0 St. Charles Ave., hew Orleans 
afternoon I stopped off at Jesse's office, where we chatted for a 
¥ilile > after wnien X drove him to his home, which was on my way. he had found 
a fe« things he thought might interest me, lime one of the original copies 
of tn e owwald han d bill he had ootained outside tne olu l.M 8-16-63 (the stock is 
called "tioldenrod", nouglas Jones told me thiu a. a., and is o. that shade; . 

Jesse told me some of Clay Shaw's and tne IiM'g history. He is a friend 
of Shaw, as hemmakes clear, and would not consciously do anytaing against his 
interest, but he also wants the truth to be developed, ne thinks Shaw is 
probably innocent und if he has any kind of involvement, guilty or innocent, 
it is probably the ntsult of toe mansuvering ef Mario Bermudez, of whom he has the 

. naaag 

iowe s t opinion I recall hearing one man express ef anotuer. his lack of regard ia 
expressed without bitterness or passion, in a matter-of-fact way, quietly, with 
tne ring of sincerity. 

Jesse is sn experienced public-relations man, among whose clients in poli- 
tics have been Jim Garriaon. in i960 he waa for hixon. He was the public-rela- 
tions director of tne trade Mart, an employee, until tie went into business^ for him- 
salf. he recall on a number of occaeione that Snow told nim not to work so hard. 

It ia his opinion -hat Shaw followed his own advice, particularly during his 
last two years, when hia annual salary waa *30,000 annually. However, he says 
Shaw also maintained a shapr separation between his personal and his U ^r3Sf* lives. 

He mentioned a wealtn man, Breiit, wno established the I I'M, or was the leader 
in establishin b it. I had earlier heard he was Shaw's mentor, i^ tnat is the 
rignt word, the predicessor tguean dee of the homosexual community, the man with 
»nom Shaw lived wniie a stuuent and his heir. (Jeasa said he nad nesrd Shaw say 
vhat it was oeli eT# q he inherited wealtn from brent, but that while he had gotten 

*u inheritance, wnat wealtn ne bad was of nis own earning J did not question 
Jesse on interpr8 tat i on » &ut X suggest .Shaw may have been elliptical.; 

Brent became President of I2M. Shaw was then in hew fork, witn Western Union, 
where Jesse tainks he was a downtown office manager, he sain Shaw could cock tne 
phone on ni a gnouider ana type »nat was being spoken as fast as it was spoken ana 
he nad often seen him do it. He says tuat ■"rent created tne job for Shaw, tnat 
is, the managing directorship oi the XTM. 

1 ice president unaer Brent was nlord J. Good, vho was close to Marie Bermudez, 
iney still are close, despite Bermudez' record. Jesse tells of men occasions wnen 
Bermudez came back from trips ana turned in expense accounts for, like, *lO,U00, 
whicn were peed, with the comment the people ef hew Orleans had gotteD their 

money' s worth, tn that tne money waa weii spent for their benefit, he had heard 
the rumor that on a number of occasions Bermudez got caught in various crookedness 



from wnien he was al* a y 3 protected. One of his specifications is consistent 
wj.tu snit X had heard from several officiaX sources, smuggling, inis story 
is tost he va3 caught with a tube of diamonds up ni3 rectum. 

the ITM Began situ Interna t ional^hgUae, a saant two blocks away. IH was 
a meeting and talking plade. TJse idea Benina ITM was tna t it would Be a place ■ 
for tne display of wares from other lands, where trade coula oc boosted, at 
first Bermudez was in opem opposition to ITM, faTorins ih» until he switch*!, with- 
out either position haring any effect an his friendly relations with Shaw. Jesse 
thinks it possible Shaw was eased out to help Bermudez, by Cobo, after Broat 
oisa, when Cobb became (and remains; prasiaent. 

Cobb, he oJpleres, arranged tne location of the new ITm to benefit hie own 
real-estate operations, he new liilnaa no titled position like tna t shew held. 
However, tne function, in his Belief, is rested in Bermudas. (.Bermudez is 
married but still fruit. Shaw Joked about himself, as in sayina he had been 
Siren tne present of a "oruit of tne heath" subscription. Jesse thinks that 
Shaw oecame - a nomosexuai because of his mullatto features, fearing the woman 

he mignt nare Xored might on this ground reject him, ana because he grew so fast 
and so flaooily, weigning 2uCand towering 6 feet at 14, with ail fat and no 

musde . Be appears to nare often told Jesse snout bei~g punched around by the 

other boys.) 

fhs ring of homosexuals included tna than city publicity director, Bouthit, 
whose official position was not Jeopardized by reporting of his arrest far a 
"crime against nature". These men, Jesse says, were protogee# of Be la 3 sops 
(Chep) Morrison, who uied in a plane crass when piloted by the former partner of 
his Dlood enemy, Hugh Ward, partner of Buy Banister. 

amon. the names Jesse mentioned is that of Paul jfabry , formerly of the 
Hungarian parliament ana described ss a "freedom fighter”. Be had been 
S Bought to this country and employed By duPont. In Wilmington ne married 
Bulie Hitchcock,.. sister of Tommy, from whom he is not, divorced or the action 



is pending. He hare headed a division af international n e use. Be first Joined 
with Shaw and Bermudez and tuen broke with tnem, according to Jesse when he 

c aught onto wuat Bermudez was up to. He remains a good friend of Shaw. 

Jesse told me the story of a young man, ne thinks from South Carolina, who 

Tired with Shaw for a while anu was an alcoholic. aB MB pkonounced the name it 

was like formidaball, accent at the and. In tni3 «rea une can go out Chef Henteur 







3 



Highway during duck a.ason aka be in tne office by 10 a.m., witn » ««• 
morning, after a aucce.aful bunt, be was g ing down j^pbina Street wits a 
gosa oag waan, on impulse, as one would wltn a friend, ft* stopped at Shaw's, 

to share his delicacies. 9 answered tne knock and would not toucn the ducks, 

„aicn had oeen ewiseerated out not deplumed, ft. asked Je.ee to Just put them en th 

ground, unee 9 went to tne Trade kart and Shaw graooed him and wary rapidly 
propelled him from the building. H a later described 9 as a poor, unfortunate 
f riend . 



it seems to be Jesse's opinion tnat hfiere iu a major scandal at the IT*, 
tie woaaers teal. Mario could just more out wita tne files oi .tae 
j'oundation. ft. thinks tnera is no longer any real IT*, tnat it is now merely 
a" rental building . He seems to wonuar tnat no one nas looked into it. If a fraction 
of nia auspicions are ralid, ne would seem to oe understating in what he saye. 

I mentioned the reported marriage oetween the oultmmn w oman, wnose first 
name I do not recall, and Shaw, a marriag. tnat fall apart when neither could 
bear to forgo the domicile to waien ne (.she) had become attached. Jesse saya 
sn. had had a successful career in public relations in hew fork, with auch 

oiien t # as Edward nurrell Stone . There nad been talk of Stone designing the 
IiK . Jesse tried to pianTTne story with TIME, wnich wouldn't us. it, 
professing a polioy or not printing auen atorios u,.til grouna was orokon and 
steel going up. He says she also was engaged to a fruity full army bolon.l from 

He seems nod to knew Jonn nodt. 

He tainka the Vegmann brothers eased Uuy ■‘ohnsou out of tfto firm, not 
t n .t -Ohnson left o^TmTrather tft.n handle tne case. Once wnen tuey discussed 
3haw, Johnson told him he didn't know wnether fto represented Shaw or not. Ho 
regard, -oimson as a competent lawyer but, seem, to not partocularly like 
him personally. If I recall correctly, he may hare said Hanson was not in 
tae firm, whiea is wnat I recall hud hawing tola ms. 

ue seems to fael tnat Shaw wa. .war. ef the He^ude^maneuwering. 

• gainst him yet not to hawa oeen influenced against bermude, by tnem. then 
he describes Shaw a. seneitiwe and int.lligent, tnis eaems inconeiatent. His 
description of Shaw's grandfather i. of s' gunfightsr. and he aoe. explain 
some of tne strange parapnanali. found in Shaw's home. He say. he once saw Shaw 
we. ria g an Army onllet oelt around the waist at Mardi firaa, wnen garbed as a 
nunter in India. *e told Shaw Unt, from uis experience there, suen a oelt 
would soon be the hiding place for ticks, etc. Shaw's raspens. was to snow 
him the use he put the belt to, as for cigarettes, etc. ft. say. one of the 
o ..her things was giwen aim by a wi.iting Areo dignitary, pemap. something 



else ana a bermoose. tils Mailing Belief is tost ali tne strange parapnanalia 
3 sub j act ts sucn innocent explanation. 

tie seems to taink 1 sHeula try ana see Shaw or bis friends, tnat 1 should 

C 

speak to Boon Hubert. I told him of hujpert's deposing of naan and "ieberdorf. 

Sha» had told him of being questioned by Garrison in he comber 1966 and of 
haring tne impression tnis was Because his name is Clay and tuat Garrison was 
looking for a fag of tnat name, ae seemed to hare tnougat little of tnis then^ 

*° hare Been surprised by what followed. 

from nia I learned of photographic records that aignt exist of the 
Hashville Street bharf dedication. I askea healey's secretary for the picture 
he rec^ia from t*, orange-colored final States-Item edition of tuat day. 
iUack star was tnen represented by uennis Sipnick, wne is stUi in town and 

who Matt knows. Sipnick would likely hare covered this event, and his film 
snoula sti-H b8 at hlack star, r'ne point in seeking it out would be to see if 
Shaw or Russo or both are in it. C ^ f-t jjivfaiH') 

Jesse also has the T-P of 11/H3/63. In reading tne local story it carried, 

1 note want ho told ms yesterday is entirely consistent with what he tnen told 
the paper of tne Oswald literature distribution. 

Jesse is, 1 tuink, a re serve at. Cel in the „f. His wail has several 
“itations to him for pwblic-relatiena services to the air force. Be says 
Garrison has a thing about "Alice in beaderland", showing me s copy Jim had 
» 8n t him and aaying “This ia one thing of his I nave", aa though there were 
many el Jesse 'e Jim had net rsturned. he shewed mg a lather he had written 
Jim on whien J im had scrawled a note to the effect they should gethtogether 
80 ®n, for lunea, to discuss the palates) Jssse had made, that ae'd phone Jesse, 
a ad tuat it has never happened. 

He thinks the turning point in Jim's campaign against be^saan for DA «»». 
when Megmann was asked if ae'd forge private practise if sleeted. Wegmaan is 
said to have repended “I cannot iivo on *18, COO a year''. Son which Jim said 
he could and would. Ha tuiak3 O'Hara was taa Kafiosa candidate against Jim, and 
despite nis friendsnip lor nMidunsndier, thinks oavid wrong (I gave Pat Chandler 
the promised copies of tne Phi report and sf tne page of Oswald's notebook today). 

Jesse also did the pr worn for frank uandrldge when he ran, successfully, for 
jeffersoa Parish DA. He still ass tne rougn draft of a full -page Hsloween ad 
He a ia for Jim, oaei they worked on together, aoout the hidden o'Bara ghosts 
I* is an his of lies wail. 

He vasvery friendly, I think trying to os helpful, and as he loft to enter 
Hi a aome, said if ha asms aecross anytning that would h=lp ns he'd send it. 



